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Hi Everyone, 

          With the year winding down and the holiday activities mov-
ing into full swing, it’s only natural that Ring 21 celebrate as well. 

          As in the past, we will have our annual holiday party on 
Thursday, December 3 at the usual time and place.  Remember, 
however, we have made a few changes. 

          First, depending on the first letter of your last name, you 
should bring either a main dish (for 5 to 6 people) or a salad or 
side dish. 

          Second, the club will provide the dessert.  This will avoid 
that awkward situation of 20 desserts and not enough food to 
feed everyone (as has frequently occurred). 

          Third, if you want to participate in the gift exchange, bring 
a NEW trick, book or DVD worth (at least) $15.  DO NOT WRAP 
THE GIFT.  We will have bags to put them in. 

          Fourth, if you want to perform for the show, prepare an ef-
fect that is related to the holidays. 

          We have lots of events planned for 2010, but be sure to 
mark your calendar for Saturday, January 16 from 2-6 pm for a 
very special lecture.  Skilled kids’ performer David Ginn will be 
presenting his Kidbiz workshop and the cost is a mere $35.  
More information is in the newsletter.   

          But if you do kids shows—or want to—this is a MUST lec-
ture. 

       See you all at the December meeting. 

Gerry  
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          As a young magician growing up in 
the 1950s I had a chance to watch many 
outstanding performers who appeared on  
Sunday night’s Ed Sullivan Show.  But it 
was the humor of the bumbling Ballantine 
that always touched my funny bone most 
of all. 

          Let’s face it, like most magicians I 
had occasionally goofed up on a trick, but 
Ballantine messed up everything.  And you 
knew from the outset this was going to 
happen. 

          He was born Meyer Kessler in Chi-
cago on September 27, 1917.  He learned 
his first tricks from his barber when he was 
a mere nine years old. 
          At first using the name Carl Sharp he 
started performing in night clubs in the 
1920s.  He did a straight card and silk ma-
nipulation, but felt the act was not clicking.  
So he decided to make a radical change.  
Carl Sharp became Ballantine (he took the 
name from a scotch whiskey ad), and he 
added “The World’s Greatest Magician.”  
His new act was a spoof of magicians.  
Nothing ever worked right, and many ef-
fects he started were never finished.  His 
cut rope was never restored.  His newspa-
per stayed torn because he got interested 
in reading the want ads! 

          He felt that his new act would proba-
bly be successful in the big cities where 
audiences were familiar with traditional 
magic shows, but he was surprised when 
theatergoers in small towns (where magi-
cians rarely appeared) also roared at his 
wacky parodies. 

          As he became more popular he was 
booked at New York’s Palace Theater, and 
then in frequent appearances on shows 
hosted by Ed Sullivan, Garry Moore, 
Danny Kaye and Dean Martin. 

"����)�
�

          In the 1960s he was cast in the 
popular weekly TV comedy “McHale’s 
Navy.” He played crew member Lester 
Gruber alongside Ernest Borgnine and 
Tim Conway. 

          Carl Ballantine appeared in the 
movies “The Shakiest Gun in the West” 
(1968); “The World’s Greatest Lover” 
(1977); and “Mr. Saturday Night” (1992).  
He made frequent guest appearances on 
television (sometimes playing a magician) 
and was in episodes of “Fantasy Island” 
and “The Cosby Show.”  He also did TV 
commercials and voice-overs. 

          Ballantine was a frequent visitor to 
the Magic Castle in Hollywood and—on 
occasion—did his comedy act as part of 
the annual “It’s Magic” stage show.   

          The influence he had on other com-
edy magicians was immense.  Steve Mar-
tin described his act as “the most copied 
act by . . .amateurs and professionals.”  
David Copperfield felt that “Carl Bal-
lantine created comedy magic.” 

          Carl Ballantine, the world’s greatest 
magician, died in his sleep on November 
3, 2009.  He was 92 years old.  (Note:  A 
celebration of his life will be held on De-
cember 13 at 4 pm at the Magic Castle.)��
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