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Hi Everyone, 

          We had a terrific turnout for our October banquet.  It proved to be a 
great affair with good food, good entertainment and lots of camaraderie.  
Once again, it was a genuine highlight of the season. 

          As many of you know, our board meets regularly to discuss and 
plan the meetings for the year to come.  Of course, we are always looking 
for new ideas.  For example, who might be available to provide a good 
lecture, what might be a good “theme” for a meeting and how to get more 
member participation.  We are always open to suggestions, so feel free to 
contact me or any other board member by email, phone or in person if you 
have an idea of two for an upcoming meeting.  Some dates are “locked in” 
but we do have some flexibility for other dates.  So let us hear from you. 

          This brings me to a rather sensitive topic.  Each year at the Decem-
ber meeting we follow tradition and ask members to bring some food for 
the potluck dinner and a gift for the holiday gift exchange (valued at $15).  
Each year one or two folks think that a bag of chips is an adequate food 
contribution and some old trick pulled from their closet—or even a pack of 
playing cards—is appropriate as a gift to exchange. 

          Most of us would like to continue these traditions, but to do so we all 
must be fair.  First, for the food, this year we want members to bring either 
a salad or a main dish (to feed 5—6 people).  More instructions will be 
found later in the newsletter.  The club will provide dessert. 

         Secondly, as to the gift:  It must be a brand new item—a trick, book 
or DVD related to magic.  And it must have a genuine value of $15 or 
more.  Please bring it unwrapped so we can verify that everyone follows 
the rules. 

          In the years I’ve been in Ring 21 I’ve enjoyed these holiday tradi-
tions and would personally hate to see them stopped.  Let’s all follow the 
rules to make sure we continue the fun and excitement as we celebrate 
the holiday season. 

   See you all at the November meeting. 

Gerry  
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