Hi Ring 21,

We usually group magicians into three different categories, professional
(those who make all or most of their living doing magic); semi-pro (those who are
paid to perform yet have other means of income); and amateur (those who may
sometimes get paid, but do magic more for the fun of it rather than as a means of
livelihood).

Where you fit into this picture may vary from year to year, and you may well
be one who is aspiring to move from amateur to professional someday in the not-
too-distant future.

However, no matter where you fit in this hierarchy, there is one question that

f pops up time and again: Should | ever do a show for free?

Now | have heard magicians do lectures and pontificate that you should
NEVER do a show unless you're paid. They say that this demeans your talent and
the word will quickly spread that you are available free of charge. They'll stress that
your dentist and your plumber and your gardener don’t work for free. Why should
you?

Yet most of us like to perform and there are many worthwhile groups that
can't afford to pay us. And | have a feeling that those who say they won’t do free
shows—on occasion—make an exception for some needy charity or even some
close relative.

My own feeling is that free shows do have their place, and they do provide
experience and, almost always, a most appreciative audience. | have to admit that |
will do freebies on occasion. | do, however, carefully evaluate my decision: is this a
well-funded group? Are others (like the band or the caterer) providing free services?
Might this help me make some future contacts that could provide some paying
shows?

So the decision is one each of us must make individually—but it is one to con-
sider carefully.

So here’s a tip. If you're ever asked to donate a show as an item in a silent
auction, make the donation (that people bid on) only a part of your normal fee. So
the winning bidder will get a show for 50% of your normal fee (for example, they get
half off a $400 show for their winning bid but still have to pay you $200 when you
perform). That way everybody wins.

See you at the next meeting.

Gerry
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There are so many things happening
right now at the Castle that | don’t know which
one to mention first, so I'll do them in DATE or-
der by categories.

Magic in Concert : on Tuesday April 6
Mr. Electric will be at the Castle (it’s listed as a
perk in the Members Only page but | don't know
for sure if that's so.) Mike Caveney will be host-
ing the event. It will take place in the Inner Cir-
cle.
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Cabaret at the Castle begins on Thursday April 1
with Jim Caruso’s Cast Party (but | expect everyone to
be at the Ring 21 meeting); Tuesday April 13 is Lee Roy
Reams; Sunday April 18 is Shelly Goldstein and Monday
April 19 is Miranda Sings!

On Sunday April 11 the 42nd Annual Academy
of Magical Arts Awards Show  will take place, the doors
will open at 5 pm and the show will begin at 7 pm, at the
Avalon Theater, 1735 Vine Street. The guest host is Neil
Patrick Harris. Please go to the Magic Castle website for
more information.

On Saturday April 17 the Magic Castle Swap
Meet will be held, beginning at 9 am. Non-members of
the Castle are welcome to attend. There is a fee to get
in if you are not a member.

Gerry Schiller will have a table and is graciously
allowing anyone who needs just a bit of space to sell
their things at his table.
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For the low charge of $5, bring your unwanted

magic items to sell. Guest are welcome and also
o pay the low $5 fee to sell.

: This event is free for buyers (Ring 280 mem-
e bers and all guests).
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: Brent Geris from The Magic Apple and Tony
e Clark will demo a few things including a BRAND
+ NEW item from Tony.

: There is a limited amount of table space. An
o RSVP is not required, but highly recommended if
e YOU cannot bring your own table.
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