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Hi Ring 21, 

     If you have attended magic conventions in the past, you know (to a degree) what 
to expect.  There are often surprises and items for sale that are novel and, some-
times, groundbreaking.   

     So, the fact that the national IBM big event will be in San Diego this summer 
should be a reason to plan for it.  If you have never been to any magic convention, 
this is definitely the one to attend.  There will be many lectures, shows and a huge 
dealers’ room where you will see items for sale from all over the U.S. (and maybe the 
world).  You’ll also have a chance to meet and interact with fellow magicians from 
everywhere and share ideas in an informal way. 

     Here are a few ideas if you are thinking about attending.   

     First:  Don’t wait too long to sign up—the price increases almost each month you 
delay.   

     Second:  Talk to other ring members, you can save money if you share a room. 

     Third:  If you know someone who lives in the San Diego area, you might save even 
more money by crashing at their house (if they can put up with you). 

     Fourth:  Save money by skipping the first day of the convention.  Not much is hap-
pening that day and you’ll save a night’s lodging cost.   

     Fifth:  go to the IBM’s website for dates, cost, hotel info and the current lineup of 
performers and lecturers.   

     Sixth:  The hotel for the convention is the Town and Country on Hotel Circle.  They 
have a good rate for IBM attendees, but there are lots of other motels in that area and 
you might even find a better rate not very far away. 

     Here are the basics:   

          Dates of the convention:  July 6—10. 

          Place:  Town and Country Resort Hotel, San Diego 

          Website for info and registration  www.magician.org (then click on Annual Con-
vention). 

     I hope many from Ring 21 will be able to make it.  I look forward to seeing you 
there. 

 

Gerry 
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          The current (January) issue of “The 
Linking Ring” contains some interesting infor-
mation about magician Silent Mora, as well as 
an excellent explanation of one of his signa-
ture effects, the Four Ball and Net Routine—a 
trick rarely seen these days (unfortunately). 

          He was, in many ways, an influential 
performer who is little known today.  Perhaps 
this may have been because his writings were 
minimal (just a few magazine articles) and his 
heyday was in vaudeville and on the traveling 
touring circuits. 

          He was born October 25, 1884 as Louis 
Jerome McCord in Allegheny, Pennsylvania.  
At the age of ten he started learning magic.  At 
fourteen he studied the art of pantomime.  He 
took his performing name by rearranging the 
letters of magician Edwin Maro and thus was 
born the name Silent Mora. 

          He developed a polished twelve-minute 
act that included sleights with billiard balls, 
silks, cards, and candles and included feats of 
juggling, as well.  At the age of twenty-one he 
was doing his magic on the stage at Tony Pas-
tor’s famous theater in New York City. 

          Several years later he was booked to 
play the famous Redpath Chautauqua circuit, 
a traveling show that toured U.S. cities for 
months.  This form of entertainment was im-
mensely popular with audiences.  His show 
was enlarged to ninety minutes and now in-
cluded both silent routines and some effects 
utilizing his witty patter. 

          He did a fishbowl vanish and the Chi-
nese Sticks.  It was said that he made the 
sticks himself and they are beautifully crafted 
— highly prized by anyone who owns a set 
he designed. 

          Mora was highly admired by other ma-
gicians who saw his act.  John Mulholland 
wrote glowing reviews of him the “The 
Sphinx” and Dai Vernon adapted his wand 
spin (used in doing the billiard ball vanish), 
always giving Mora credit for the sleight, 
when he presented it in his lectures. 

�����!�
� � $ �%� �& � ' ( ) ( �

          Silent Mora first performed his act 
wearing Oriental clothing but later, when he 
was doing a club act, donned formal attire. 

          It was in 1933 that he began to work 
on his ball and net routine, which he adapted 
from Ching Ling Foo’s “Chinese Marble 
Trick.”  it is a classic manipulation done with 
four small rubber balls over a net held by two 
spectators.  It was a popular effect, both for 
the general public and also at magic conven-
tions where he did it over and over for fellow 
conjurers. 

          In partnership with writer Jim Swoger, 
it was published in booklet form in 1949 and 
in 1960.  (There is a detailed explanation of 
the effect with all the movfes on pages 60—
67 of  “The Linking Ring” issue.) 

          Unfortunately, his later years were 
tragic.  He had stopped performing due to 
declining health, and had limited resources.  
His friends and fellow magicians in the Bos-
ton area were able to get him a room at the 
Long Island Massachusetts Hospital, a long 
term care facility. 

          Even in his seventies, however, he 
would frequently entertain other patients. 

          He died August 5, 1972 at the age of 
87, silent now forever.�
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performing in the Parlor of Prestidigitation for 
the brunch crowds. 

     On March 6 and 7 Tim Mannix will be per-
forming during the brunches.   

      If you would like to see either one of these 
performers and you are not a member of the 
Magic Castle, just let either of them know and 
they will be happy to get you into the Castle to 
come see their show. 

     

6��	�����6�7��������	����6��	�����6�7��������	����6��	�����6�7��������	���� ���
��������������� On Tuesday February 9 at 7:30 pm the Westside 
Wizards meet at the Mark Twain Middle School Cafeteria.   

     The address is: 2224 Walgrove Ave, L.A., CA ���

     The evening will be a discussion regarding what to do 
for the rest of the year.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 
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