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Happy New Year to you and yours! 

          Well, it is that time of year for making resolutions and wondering if they will be broken or kept.  
I made a resolution last year and guess what?  It took a year to fulfill.  It happened last month at our 
December Holiday Potluck.  For those who missed our meeting and for those who were in atten-
dance, please allow me to explain. 

          I started our meeting with a Greet and Eat.  Welcoming everyone and announcing that the 
food was ready to enjoy.  We had a wonderful spread of main dishes, salads and appetizers.  There 
was plenty for everyone.  And by the looks of things, all present seemed to be content with this 
year’s Potluck.  I would like to thank those who helped set up for this delightful meal. 

           We then took the meeting into the theater area where we began with announcements and 
the introductions of guests.  This was followed by a demonstration by Don Kenney of a remote con-
trol device which would come in handy for any performer who wishes to use music or sound effects 
during their performance.  Thank  you, Don, for an informative and interesting demonstration. 

          It was now time for our annual Holiday themed show.  I would like to thank Wendy Sobel, 
Mario Seki, Les Cooper, Bob Weiss, Rhoel Garcia, Matt Savin and our one and only violin virtuoso, 
Tim Mannix (who knew?) for an entertaining and fun performance.  I am sure you will read more 
about this in our newsletter. 

          Taking things back into the dining area, we held our gift exchange.  I owe a big heartfelt 
thanks to Les Cooper.  With no prior warning he took over the whole gift exchange portion of our 
evening.  From evaluating gifts to packaging and handing out gifts to all who participated, Les han-
dled it all smoothly and easily.   

          Les, you made me understand why a magician should always carry a deck of cards with him!  
I will try to remember this valued lesson.  Thank you again for handling this year’s gift exchange. 

          The Ring provided dessert—cake.  I believe it was enjoyed by all, for I could have sworn I 
saw many come back for an extra piece.  It was then time to announce the end of our Holiday eve-
ning.  I wished one and all a very happy and safe holiday. 

          I would like to thank my partner, Rick Holmes, for taking photos of the evening’s festivities.  
These are in the newsletter.   

          My last “Thank you” goes to our president, Gerry Schiller.  For it was Gerry who made my 
resolution come into fruition.  You see, my resolution was to get more involved with MAGIC.  By you 
entrusting me with the handling of our meeting, I felt the excitement of being involved. 

          I end now by wishing all of you a Healthy, Prosperous and Happy New Year! 

          May you, too, fulfill at least one of your magical resolutions. 

          Sincerely, 

          E. Rafael, and proud to be your V.P., Ortiz 
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          Silks, silks, silks.  Probably no magician 
has been more associated with silks than Ade 
Duval.  He even called his act: A Rhapsody in 
Silk.  And it was a beauty to behold. 

          On December 31,1898 in Cincinnati, Ohio 
Adolph Amrein was born.  The family soon 
moved to Chicago, and it was here that two 
things occurred that would shape young Ad-
olph’s future.  He was given a Mysto Magic set 
as a teenager.  And when he was 17 he saw the 
lavish stage show of the great Howard Thurston. 

          These two events had such a profound 
effect on him that magic became the major goal 
of his life.  With his friend Andy Blaeser the two 
developed an act and called themselves “The 
Duval Brothers.”  Working first in the Chicago 
area, they soon hit the road (both in their twen-
ties) doing the Lyceum circuit.  And then working 
for the Redpath Chautauqua Bureau.  They 
worked all through the Midwest doing as many 
as 200 one-night stands in one season.  After a 
few years of this, Andy had had it, so Adolph (his 
name shortened to Ade) kept the Duval name 
and continued to work the traveling performance 
circuits by himself as Ade Duval. 

          Ade had often closed his act by doing a 
dramatic silk production, with the stage covered 
with yards and yards of the colored cloth.  Harry 
Blackstone and Eugene Laurant suggested that 
Ade might expand the silk production into an en-
tire act.   

          In 1928 after performing at the IBM Con-
vention in Lima, Ohio, Ade was introduced to a 
newspaper writer named Hoyt who offered to 
contact his friend John Royal, who managed the 
Palace Theater in Cleveland.  After an audition, 
he was hired to do a fifty-week tour for the pres-
tigious Radio-Keith-Orpheum vaudeville circuit. 

          His act, called Rhapsody in Silk, included 
many classic effects, including a Twentieth Cen-
tury Silk routine, his “Blow Dye” where the cloths 
changed color as he blew them through a tube, 
the multilated parasol and a finale where he pro-
duced yard upon yard of colored silks from a 
small paper tube, finishing by pulling out a 45-
foot streamer! 

          With his new wife Gertrude Estelle Erick-
son as his assistant, and Harry Pierce doing the 

�����#�
AD,HD�E�0C?C�

laborious job of folding and preparing the silks 
between acts (a job that often took more than 
an hour), Ade Duval crisscrossed the country, 
appearing in every state. 

          In 1931 he appeared at New York’s Pal-
ace Theater and in 1935 he appeared at Radio 
City Music Hall. 

          Ade took his act to Europe and was a 
huge success in both Paris and London, even 
appearing before King George V at a private 
party. 

          After an extended series of appearances 
on the continent, he returned to the U.S. again 
as part of a lavish show at Radio City Music 
Hall.  After another European tour (with the 
War about to break out), he returned to Amer-
ica and in 1939 he finally decided to retire the 
silk act. 

          During the war he traveled extensively 
entertaining troops.  At that time television was 
becoming increasingly popular and he ap-
peared frequently on TV.  His new signature 
effect was “smoking his thumb” in which he 
made his empty hand into an imaginary pipe, 
then proceeded to put his thumb in his mouth 
and blow smoke! 

          In 1955 Duval was diagnosed with Park-
inson’s disease and just a year later his wife 
died from cancer. 

          His last appearance was at the 1958 IBM 
Convention in Buffalo, New York. 

          He had experimental surgery that tempo-
rarily alleviated the shaking from the Parkin-
son’s but the disease returned and he was 
forced to retire. 

           Ade Duval died August 13, 1965 at the 
age of 66.  another of the Greats of Magic had 
departed.�
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          On Saturday, January 23, S.A.M. Assembly 291 
will perform a benefit magic show for the Triunfo YMCA 
in Agoura Hills. It will be at Sumac Elementary School's 
Multi–Purpose room, 6050 N. Calmfield Drive, Agoura 
Hills, CA 91301. Both the YMCA and Assembly 291 will 
share the receipts.  

          Several members will be performing including the 
President of IBM Ring 21, Gerry Schiller doing his sub 
trunk routine.  

The expected attendance is between 150-250 people.  

          If anyone in Ring 21 would like to help out, please 
let Stephen Levine know by calling him at 818-879-6118. 
The Assembly could use some help with behind-the- 
scenes staging.  And 291 has been generous in their 
help at Ring 21 shows.  Even if you just want to go out 
and support another magic club, that is always appreci-
ated. 

6��	�����6����������	����6��	�����6����������	����6��	�����6����������	���� ���
��������������� On Tuesday January 12 at 7:30 pm the Westside 
Wizards meet at the Mark Twain Middle School Cafe-
teria.   

     The address is: 2224 Walgrove Ave, Los Angeles , 
CA ���
     Theme for the evening is:   ROPE MAGIC.  

     Everyone is welcome to attend. 
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