Hi Ring 21,

| first started doing magic at the age of twelve (around Mario’s age) and performed
a great deal through high school and even while in college. But | stopped performing
when | started teaching school and got married. It was only about ten or twelve years
ago that the magic bug bit me again, and almost accidentally | re-established my per-
forming career. | had joined Ring 21 and knew that quite a few members were Magic
Castle members as well. And, of course, every time | did a show someone was sure
to ask me if | was a Castle member. So | felt almost constrained to go through the
audition (which | tell others is not as nerve wracking as rumor says it is) and joined
the Castle.

One of the things that had kept me away at first was the cost and (what | consid-

f ered high) yearly membership fee. But since I've now been a “pin-wearing” Castle

guy for several years, | realize it's quite a bargain for what you get. With membership
you get free entrance virtually whenever you want (and you can make many other
people happy by bringing guests along as well). You can skip the dinner if you think
it's too costly, but | usually go on Wednesday night when the member special dinner
is just fifteen bucks for a complete meal (it's not Astro prices but well worth it).

For the magician members there are also Sunday lectures—almost every week—
and the special “Castle Perks.” And as a magician member you also get access to
the Library—an unbelievable treasure trove of virtually everything written about
magic. | was recently looking for a rare book by Houdini which was selling on ebay
for several thousand bucks. When | checked with Bill Goodwin in the Castle Library,
he showed me they had TWO COPIES of it—one of which was signed by Harry Hou-
dini himself!

Now that I'm doing performances at the Castle, they pay me enough to more than
cover my yearly membership fee, so I'm ahead of the game.

Of course, there are other advantages that include the twice yearly swap meets
where you can pick up some real bargains, and even sell stuff as well.

And | really like the idea of going there on a quiet night, inviting some folks to
come down to the Museum or Hat ‘n Hare Pub and the doing an impromptu 30 minute
show just for the heck of it.

So the moral of all this is: if you're not already a Castle member, check into it.
Those of us who are already members can provide suggestions about getting through
that fearful audition process, and once you're in, you'll feel like a genuine part of the
magic fraternity. Most of all, you'll be able to give a resounding “yes” when someone
asks you that nagging question, “Are you a member of The Magic Castle?”

Gerry
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C made several appearances on the television
show Super Circus.

When | was a kid doing magic, | cov- .
ered the walls of my bedroom with pictures of During World War Il he worked for the
magicians. | don't know where | got them ESO.,tplerfOXfr;lngt;‘]or armyf] balfesgrle mllltarty
- _ |hospitals. After the war Jack and Anne set-
(probably from the covers of Sphinx and Ge tled in the Chicago area with their (now

nii), but there was one | still remember. He ; : .
had a thin face with a mustache and goatee |9rown) children who still performed with
them, earning them the title of the Royal

and an intense fixation in his eyes as he iiv of .
passed the hoop over the floating lady. His |Family of Magic.

name was Jack Gwynne and | knew about him In the years that followed the Gwynne
and his show of illusions by reputation only. |family suffered a shattering series of trage-
Only much later did | learn about him. dies. Jack suffered a heart attack on De-

cember 7, 1969 and died at the age of 74. in

He was bomn as Jack McGwynne on the next few years both a daughter and son

April 12, 1895 in a town near Pittsburgh, Penn- , : A
sylvania. From the time as a child when he [Passed away. Jack's wife, Anne, died in
saw a magician doing the die box in a tent | 1979 atthe age of 83.

show, he was hooked on magic. When illu- They had been the Royal Family of
sionists Harry Kellar and Howard Thurston |Magic and their career had spanned more
brought their shows to town, Jack’s interest in [than forty years, a most amazing achieve-
magic was intensified. ment for a most amazing family.

In 1915 he married his high school
sweetheart Anne (she was 19, he was 20) and
while he worked in a steel mill by day, Jack
(who had changed his name to Gwynne) spent
his evenings working on his act and building
magic equipment.

With Anne as assistant and musical ac-
companist, the act grew and so did the family.
As their children grew up, they were quickly
added to the act, as well.

In 1927, after a successful appearance
at the IBM Convention, they headed for New
York. Their act at the Franklin Theater in the
Bronx netted them a fifty-week contract with
RKO and its string of theaters all over the
country. But by 1933 vaudeville was slowly
dying. More and more the movie theaters |-
were driving live shows out. P e

Jack Gwynne realized he had to make
some changes. So he adapted his illusion
show to fit the nightclub audiences, possibly
being the first performer to do a large illusion
performance virtually surrounded by his audi-
ence.

In 1941 the Gwynnes moved to Los An-
geles and Jack appeared in two films: Dark
Streets of Cairo and Model Wife. He had also
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On March 6 and 7 Tim Mannix will be
performing in the Parlor of Prestidigitation dur-
ing the brunches.

On the week of March 15 to 21 Micah Cover
will be in the Parlor.

If you would like to see Tim or Micah per-
form and you are not a member of the Magic
Castle, just let them know and they will be
happy to get you into the Castle to come see
their shows.

3

On Tuesday March 9 at 7:30 pm the Westside Wiz-
ards meet at the Mark Twain Middle School Cafeteria.

The address is: 2224 Walgrove Ave, L.A., CA

The meeting will focus on ¢
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