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Hi Ring 21,       

 When I first started doing magic (about 60 years ago!) I learned to perform a magic 
effect in one of two ways: either I read about it in a book or magazine or I was taught 
the trick by another magician.  Usually the other magician worked for (or owned) a 
magic shop. 

I was fortunate to grow up in Philadelphia where (at the time) there were four stores 
in the downtown area that sold magician’s supplies.  So whenever I had a few dollars 
(after a birthday or holiday) I would take the subway downtown and stop at one or 
two shops to check out some new (or old) magic tricks.  At the time my budget was 
usually about five or six dollars.  In those days you could get something for that price. 

Some of the shop owners were skilled performers and could demonstrate the appa-
ratus; others were not and would just point to the explanation in their catalog.  So a 
lot of the magic I first performed was taught to me by a man named Jack Chanin, 
who, I discovered much later, had a substantial reputation in magic circles and was 
responsible for inventing quite a few tricks and sleights. 

There were not a lot of books on magic at that time, though I was able to get some 
used copies of Henry Hay’s Learn Magic, John Mulholland’s Book of Magic, and that 
marvelous old classic, Modern Magic, by Professor Hoffman. 

I learned a lot from these volumes and have, in the last few years, found used copies 
of all of them (my originals are long gone) — as well as many more books.  As I look 
through them I realize how much great material is there just waiting to be rediscov-
ered. 

Today, of course, in spite of the fact that “brick and mortar” magic shops have be-
come fewer and fewer (though we should all say “Thank you!” to Brent Geris for his 
Magic Apple) there are so many ways to learn to do magic.  With clases, clubs like 
the IBM and SAM, DVDs covering just about any trick you want, and frequent lec-
tures, it seems as if there are a multitude of opportunities for the aspiring — and ex-
perienced — magician. 

     Yet there are still some great things to be learned from books; both the old clas-
sics and so many new ones.  So don’t give short shrift to learning a trick from the 
printed page.  It was the way most of us learned in the past, and it’s just as effective 
today. 

     I will be out of town and miss the May meeting, but will see you all in June at our 
picnic.. 

    Gerry 
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