Here’s hoping you had a safe Memorial Day weekend and that you took a mo-
ment to remember our Veterans. | want to also give thanks to those S.E.A.L.S.
who risked their lives to finally bring down Osama Bin Laden. For those who lost
loved ones on that September 11, 2001, you're still in our thoughts and prayers.

Let us also take a moment to give our thoughts and prayers to those living
through the recent tornados. The devastation and death toll is still uncertain.
Should any of you have relatives or friends living in that area, | do hope that they
are all okay.

Well, on the home front, | experienced a relapse with my COPD. If you had the
opportunity to speak with me during that time you would have thought | was run-
. ning on my treadmill. My heart rate and breathing were high. Luckily, it had noth-
ing to do with my cancer. With medications | am now feeling better.

| did have the opportunity to attend the show at the Temple Adat Elohim on Sun-
day May 15th. The show was presented by both S.A.M. Assembly 291 and IBM
Ring 21. Despite the small technical problems with sound, the show was a great
success. Brian Hoffman was excellent as the Emcee. The performances were
well executed and were definitely enjoyed by all in attendance. Les & Doris, thank
you for allowing me to assist with the sales, although | think | bought more than |
sold. To the tech and backstage crew, thank you for your services. And finally,
thank you to Stephen Levine for your work in putting this show together.

Is it now time to prepare for summer. June is here and it's time to get the picnics,
barbeque pits and back yard pools ready. Speaking of picnics, our annual picnic
is happening once again on Saturday, June 11 at the Church of Latter Day Saints
in Van Nuys. It will begin at 3:00 p.m. Please bring a dessert, salad or your $10
cover charge. For those interested in performing, please inform a member of the
board. An auction is also planned. Further information can be found somewhere
in this newsletter. | want to thank Wendy for handling this during the last board
meeting.

The July meeting was to take place at the Magic Apple Store on the Second Floor

in Studio City. Unfortunately, the store is not available on that date. So we will

meet back at Bob Baker’'s on July 7th. Possible themes are Show and Tell, DVD

" £#% % Magic or our usual Patriotic Magic. Personally, why not leave it up to you, the
members to choose one of the above themes and perform it.

I leave you ‘till next month with the request that you keep the Wonder of Magic
going.

E. Rafael Ortiz, President
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