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| Recently | had a conversation with a good friend who happens to also be a

I fellow magician. The topics we talked about were varied. Things such as
home life, work, plans for the future, gossip and death. Yes, | said death. We

| were surprised to hear and read about the many magicians who have recently
passed. It seems to me that we are losing some very talented men and

| women who have given so much towards the gift of wonder known as Magic.

This got me to thinking of my life. As many of you know, | am dealing with
cancer. | have to inform you that | did have a scare recently after my most re-
cent treatment of chemotherapy. | asked myself if this was the end. The
f funny thing is | was more concerned about getting things done to make things
easy for my partner and family; it was not a bit about me. Luckily, | am having
tests done and things have improved a lot on their own.

| recently celebrated my 58th birthday. My age was never a concern for
me. What did concern me was my health and how I felt inside. Guess what? |
found that inside this old body is a kid who still believes in the wonder of
Magic. A kid who enjoys being filled with awe when seeing a performance
well executed, and at times going away from a performance wondering how
certain effects were done. As for my health, | leave it to the doctors and the
Great One above.

My thoughts go back to those who have left us, some of whom I've seen in
the past at the Magic Castle or while attending a convention. It is sad to hear
that they are no longer around. | wonder who will carry on this great tradition
of entertaining the masses with a magical performance. Who will fill a child’s
mind with the wonder of magic? | can tell you, | am not concerned at all. For
in our Ring 21 alone | can see that with young performers like John Accardo
and Mario Seki, magic is in good hands.

Just a reminder, | do hope | see many of you at the next meeting. You do
not want to miss the talented works of Mr. Max Maven. | thank my lucky stars
that | am not having a chemotherapy treatment and will be able to attend this
lecture.

See you on March 3rd
E. Rafael Ortiz, President
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