To all my fellow ring members: Please take a moment this September 11, 2011, to remem-
ber all the heroes who risked and lost their lives on September 11, 2001. | do hope that
some of you do not wait for an anniversary to remember, for we still have many brave
women and men fighting at home and overseas to maintain our freedom.

2012 term. | can see by the new slate of officers that Ring 21 will be in good hands. | am
looking forward to the upcoming banquet when we install the new officers. | am getting
ahead of myself, though.

At our next meeting on September 1 will be the voting and announcement of the new offi-
cers. We will also have our annual swap meet. This is your opportunity to clean out your
closets and drawers of all those items you purchased and found out you really did not need.

~You will also have the opportunity to purchase items that perhaps you can use in your rou-
tine. Either way, you will definitely enjoy ths upcoming meeting.

I Well, with September upon us it is time to welcome the new members for the coming 2011-

Plans are underway for our annual banquet in October featuring the installation of officers,
the scrumptious dinner, raffle prizes and entertainment. All this for a mere $30, or $35 at
the door.

This is also the time to pay your annual dues. Remember, the dues are $30. The do go up
to $35 at the end of October.

| was fortunate enough to attend the Magic Live convention in Las Vegas this past August.
It is one of my favorite conventions. The highlight for me was a session titled “In the Dark.”
Everyone in the session was blindfolded before entering the conference room. A box was
attached to your leg with a Velcro strap. One was instructed on how to open the box, but
were also told not to feel inside until you were told to. The effect: we, the audience, were
participating as a blind person. All the items in the box were used to perform a different
magical effect. It helped that each effect was done with story telling. To hear the gasps
and surprised oohs and ahhs from the audience members was great. But it also taught one
of the wonder of magic that can be demonstrated to the blind. All | can say is it was beauti-
fully presented.

On the home front, | would like to inform you that Rick and | have decided to start my che-
motherapy treatments earlier than planned. Only those who have experienced this proce-
I " dure, or live with someone who has, knows how difficult it is to start the procedure. For
: those who know me, | want to be well enough for the holidays at the year's end. That is my

S #$ time of year. We are already planning our Christmas get-together and hopefully a New
0 Year's party, as well. So if it seems that | look a bit under the weather, it is only because of
Yo the medications.

I look forward to seeing you at the swap meet. And remember to send a thought or prayer
this September 11, 2011, for all the heroes.

Keep the wonder of magic going.

E. Rafael Ortiz, President
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