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Four Corners  
 This Thursday, February 4 is a great 
time to learn four different areas of 
magic.  It is just like it sounds, there 
are going to be four of our members 
who will each be in a separate cor-
ner of our meeting room showing 

how to do four different types of magic. 

Don Kenney will be showing some moves for coin magic and how easy it 
is to use your phone for music.  Gerry Schiller will show the Professorõs 
Nightmare.  Terrell Chafin will be teaching Card Warp and Bob Thomas 
will teach bill penetration.   If you have something you want to show or 

demonstrate, there may be time at 

the end of the meeting. 

BIG NEWS:  I am very pleased to an-
nounce that Tom Ogden will be giving 
us a lecture at our March meeting.  It 

will be around comedy magic. 

 



 

 

News, Information & Current Happenings of IBM Ring 21 

 

Greetings to Ring 21, 

I am so glad to be able to communicate once again.  I have my new com-
puter, Iôm learning how to use it and with luck I will get this newsletter to 
you the day before the meeting.  It is nice to be connected! 

December everyone had an incredible time.  We put the tables together 
for dinner and it was like we were having a banquet.  It was a lot of fun 
because after dinner and the seasonal magic, people just started 
ñjamming,ò showing different tricks, or different ways to do things.  This is 
how I would love to see our meetings progress from now on, so that eve-
ryone gets a chance to show something informally. 

We had a small, but mighty gathering for the January meeting.   We also 
have a new member, Dale Holmes has now officially joined Ring 21, and 
we are so happy to have him as part of the group.  He always has some 
magic to show and is one of the nicest people Iôve ever had the pleasure 
to meet.  There will be a recap of both the December and January meet-
ings later in the newsletter.  Now I just have to figure out how to down-
load my pictures so that I can ñspruce upò the newsletter and make it col-
orful. 

February is very exciting because we will have four people teaching four 
different magic effects.  This is always a crowd pleaser.  The most diffi-
cult part of the evening is having people actually leave the person they 
are with to move on to the next ñteacher.ò  Don Kenney will be teaching 
coins; Gerry Schiller will teach The Professorôs Nightmare; Terrell Chafin 
will teach Card Warp and Bob Thomas will teach the Bill Penetration. 

 In March I am very pleased to announce that Tom Ogden will be giving 
us a lecture on comedy magic.  Tom has been around for many years 
and is a professionalôs professional.  He has an easy style about him and 
is very likeable.  If you do not come to the March meeting, you will defi-
nitely be missing out on a great lecture by a wonderful performer. 

I look forward to seeing you whenever you can make a meeting. 

Magically yours, 

 

Wendy Sobel 
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Members at Large  

Bill Turner  (818) 786-5326   

billturner26.2@hotmail.com 

Lois Harmeyer (626) 358-2637 

lharmeyer@dslextreme.com                                                                      

Don Kenney (818) 896-7261 

dkmagik@ca.rr.com 

Terrell Chafin (323) 478-9748 

terrell.chafin@gmail.com 

Peter Dang (818) 726-9386 

peterdangdesigns@gmail.com 

President:  Wendy Sobel (310) 753-5357 

wsobel@roadrunner.com 

Vice-President:   Bob Thomas (661) 360-3068 

bdbbss@yahoo.com 

Secretary:   Gerry Schiller (805) 499-8921 

geraldschiller@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Robert De La Guerra (818) 269-8917 

delaguerramagic@yahoo.com 

Sgt.-At -Arms:  Karl Johnson (818) 790-9600 

karl.johnson@gwcmic.com 

2015 -2016 Executive Board  
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     The Pacific Coast Association of Magicians (PCAM) 2016  returns to Southern California (PCAM) 
from August 4 through August 7, 2016. PCAM 2016  will be held at the Grand Vista Hotel in Simi Valley, 
California.  The hotel is located walking distance from the Simi Town Center on First and Enchanted Way.  
The hotel rate during the convention will be $102 plus tax with internet services and free onsite parking. 
You can call (800) 455 ð SIMI and use the reservation code PCAM 1891 for the PCAM hotel rate by July 15, 

2016. 

     Registration for the four-day conference is $185 which includes access to the opening reception, lec-
tures, three magic shows including the Circus Burlesque Show as well as the Tony Eng People's Choice 

Luncheon and Show on Sunday, August 7, 2016.  

     In addition to the shows, PCAM boasts the longest consecutive contest where past winners have used 
their PCAM gold medals as stepping stones in the magic community. PCAM maintains its 12 category magic 
competition which prepares contestants to participate in national and international contests for such magical 

organizations as the International Brotherhood of Magicians, Society of American Magicians and FISM.  

      PCAM competition is a milestone for your magic career whether itõs from children's entertainment to 
stage magic. Past participants have gone on to successful magic careers appearing and competing in National 
and International competitions and television programs. These winners include 1984, 1991, 2000 PCAM 
Grand Prix winner Shawn Farquhar (Three Time FISM Champion/Penn & Teller) 2006 Trevor and Lorena 
Watters (2015 IBM Stage Champions) 2012 PCAM Grand Prix Winner Michael Dardant (FISM 2015) 2013 

David and Leeman (America's Got Talent). 

     Register early because the price goes up on June 1st, 2016, to $250 and on-site registration will be $285.  
Parent/Child registration will be $250 throughout the registration process. A $95 registration for spouse, 

family member or sibling is available without access to the lectures. 

     Confirmed performers as of December 2015 are Shawn Farquhar, Paul Draper, Lincoln Kamm, Harry 

Allen, Mike Norden, Shawn McMaster and Brian Cook.  

     Registration will be limited to 150 participants to ensure your active participant with the PCAM per-

formers, lecturers and friends. 

òThe Final Answeró and òMega-Ritaó both of which have been donated to Ring 21 by John Abrams, will be auctioned off. 

These wonderful effects have been demonstrated in the December and January meetings.  They will be demonstrated at a few 

more meetings before finally being auctioned off to the highest bidder at our June meeting.  The starting price on each is $100.00 



 

 

The Greats of Magic ñ Gerald Schiller  
A Series of Capsule Biographies of Famous Magicians  

Once again here (by popular demand) is another 
repeat of a òGreatsó article that appeared several 

years ago  ñ  in case you missed it. 

T. Nelson Downs  

Perhaps one of the most influential pioneers 

in the development of coin magic and bring-

ing it to the vaudeville stage, Thomas Nelson 

Downs was born in 1867 in Montour, Iowa.  

His first jobs were as a telegraph operator 

and railroad ticket agent in the town of Mar-

shalltown, Iowa.  It was during this time that 

he began perfecting his skill with coins  ñ  

especially during the long periods of inactivi-

ty between trains. 

Downs made his first stage appearance 

when he was only sixteen.  By the time he 

was in his twenties he was appearing at the 

Hopkins Theater in Chicago, and was billed 

as the òKing of Koins.ó  Soon after, an oppor-

tunity presented itself for him to go to Eu-

rope and do a two-week stint at the Palace 

Theater in London.  His presentation of the 

òMiserõs Dreamó and other coin and card 

manipulation effects proved to be such a 

sensation that his engagement was extended 

to six months. 

His success continued on the Continent, in-

cluding long running appearances in Paris, at 

the Folies Bergere, and three months at the 

Wintergarten in Berlin. 

Downs gave command performances for 

many royal families of Europe, including Eng-

landõs King Edward, the Kaiser, Emperor 

Franz Josef of Austria and the Czar of Russia.  

He was said to have commanded one of the 

highest salaries of any vaudeville performer 

of his time. 
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 Downsõ performance of the òMiserõs Dreamó 
was often done with a spectatorõs felt hat (he 
probably put a plate inside it to create the clink 
of the coins.)  Coins appeared at his fingertips 
singly and in multiples and he would frequently 
pass them through the felt of the hat.  He 
would have an audience member call out a 
number and would proceed to produce that 

number of coins from the air. 

T. Nelson Downs was the author of two classic 
works on magic:  Modern Coin Manipulation 
(1900) with William J. Hilliar; and The Art of 
Magic (1909) with John Northern Hilliard.  Ap-
parently Hilliard did most of the writing on the 
latter book, and later put together a long work, 
the classic Greater Magic, which was published 
in 1938, three years after Hilliardõs sudden 

death. 

T. Nelson Downs continued performing only 
until the age of 43.  He had amassed a substan-
tial fortune from his performing and decided to 
retire and settle down in Marshalltown, Iowa 
for the remainder of his life.  He continued 
working on his magic and doing occasional 

shows, but mostly in and around Marshalltown. 

He died in 1938 at the age of 71.  He had made 
an important contribution to the art of magic 
by making intimate coin and card work as at-
tractive and crowd pleasing as the biggest stage 

illusion. 



 

 

* Calendar subject to change without notice.  

Calendar of Events  

FEBRUARY 2016  

  Facebook is the 
newest way to keep in 
touch with everything 
thatõs happening at 

Ring 21. 

Page 5 

February 4   ñ Four Corners 

March  3   ñ  Lecture with Tom Ogden 

April 7   ñ  Comedy Magic 

May  5  ñ  Rope Workshop with Nicolas 

February 16, 2016, North Hollywood, CA.  
Scheduled for 7:00 pm, February 16, 2016. at 
Four ôN 20 Pies located at 4723 Laurel Canyon 

Blvd., Valley Village, Ca. 91607  Phone 818 761-5128 

IBM Ring 280  ñ  The Mark Wilson Ring  

     Ring 280 meets the 2nd Thursday of the 
month. 7:30 pm at the Boys and Girls Club of 

Santa Clarita.  February 11, 2016  

     24909 Newhall Avenue, Newhall, CA  

Thursday November 12 is the next meeting.    

www.ibmring280.com for info.  

The next meeting is Tuesday February 9  

The Westside Wizards meet the 2nd Tuesday of the 
month.     Their new meeting place is Stoner Park 

OPICA Adult Day Care Facility,  

11759 Missouri Avenue, Los Angeles  

Please Note   

   There is NEVER taping of any Ring 21 
meeting without prior approval from the 

Board.     Thank you. 

 

     You can see the list of videos 
available at the Ring 21 website.  
www.ibmring21.org 

          Just a reminder that on the evenings 
when we have a lecture there will be NO raffle, 

Trick of the Month or Video of the Month.  

The Flash Pot ñ a potpourri of news, info, postings, etc.  

Happy Birthday to all Ring 21 members celebrat-
ing their birthdays in February, including Gerry 

Schiller, Marta De La Guerra  and Wendy Sobel. 

     Other magical birthdays include:  Alexander 
Hermann, J.B. Bobo, Robert Harbin, Louis Tan-
nen, Norm Nielsen, P.C. Sorcar, Harlan Tarbell, 

Theodore Hardeen and the Great LaFayette. 

            Happy Birthday to all (whether on this 

plane of action or the next) from Ring 21!!  

(If your birthday was missed, tell Wendy) 

The Caryl Fleming IBM Ring 21  

Providence St. Elizabeth Care Center 

(At Biloxi three blocks east of Cahuenga Blvd.) 

10425 Magnolia Blvd. 

  North Hollywood, California 

Thursday February 4 at  

7:15 p.m.  

Four Corners  

This Thursday, February 4!!  

This is the time when our members step up 
and show up, each at their own corner.             
You will see Don Kenney with coins and a 

new way to get sound into your show!   

     Terrell Chafin will be demonstrating Card 

Warp.  This is a great close-up effect. 

     Gerry Schiller will show an easy Profes-

sorõs Nightmare, always a favorite with rope.   

     Bob Thomas will teach how to do a bill 
penetration which, though easy once you 

know how to do it, is a killer effect. 

I hope to see you this Thursday!! 



 

 

Decemberñ2015 

With usual festive atmosphere, 

Ring 21 closed the year with its 

holiday party, combining a deli-

cious meal, a toy collection and 

some feats of magic that helped 

usher in the holiday spirit.   

After feasting on chicken, 

enchiladas, rice and beans 

as well as some mouth-

watering desserts, Presi-

dent Wendy Sobel pro-

vided some announcements that included Nicolas Garcia 

appearing in a local holiday party play and Gerry Schiller 

marking his tenth performance at the Magic Castleõs 

family brunch shows at the end of December. 

Members brought contributions to the Spark of Love 

toy, game and book collection which Treasurer Robert 

De La Guerra will take to the local fire station.               

Then it was time for some (slightly) holiday-oriented 

magic.  However, before that, Robert Thomas demon-

strated a trick called òThe Final 

Answer.ó  This is a òMental 

Epicó type effect but much clev-

erer in construction.  It is a 

large stage effect (and along 

with another stage illusion 

called òMega-Ritaó) has been 

donated to the club by former 

member John Abrams.   It will 

be auctioned off at a future 

meeting with the money going 

to Ring 21.                     

ElRoy Codding did some paper 

folding and, appropriate for the 

holiday, taught us how to create 

a Star of David as well as a boot 

for Santa Claus.                         

Gerry 

Schiller had a strange puppet 

with a Santa hat that he called 

òElvisó the elf.  Elvis was able to 

find a chosen card from five that 

all had symbols of the holidays.  

Elvis also pulled some silks from an empty box and the 

last one had a smiling Santa. 

 Bob Thomas pulled a silver dollar 

from a dollar bill, then tore off the 

presidentõs image from the bill, but was 

quickly able to restore it. 

Wendy Sobel 

made some red 

and white 

ropes jump 

back and forth from red and white 

bags.  In the end we discovered 

that both ropes were a red and white mix! 

Dales Holmes did a clever ring 

and rope routine with a shoelace 

he called òPenelope.ó  Then he 

used some ESP cards that seemed 

to be mixed, but always found 

their similar mates.   

Several other mem-

bers had various 

takes on how to do 

this effect.  It is a 

popular packet trick 

to carry around. 

The evening ended with an informal sharing of various 

card effects that proved to be highly informative to all 

who stayed to watch.  

Ring 21 ended 2015 with a convivial meeting that com-

bined good food, good fun and, as always, good magic. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

January 2016 Meeting  

President Wendy Sobel gathered the 

troops and began the New Year by 

calling the meeting to order.  She an-

nounced how the Ring has begun to 

perform regular monthly shows for the 

residents of our new meeting facility:  

St. Elizabeth Care Center.  In Novem-

ber the performers were Wendy and Don Kenney.  In 

December it was Bob Thomas and Gerry Schiller.  In Jan-

uary it will be Nicolas Garcia and Robert De La Guerra.  

The residents are an eager audience and happy to have us 

performing for them in exchange for providing the ring 

with a great place to have our meetings. 
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PaFEBRUARY 2016  

I am pleased 
to announce 
that we have 
a new mem-
ber in Ring 

21. 

Welcome 
to the Club, 
Dale 

Holmes!! 

We found out that once again the PCAM  will hold its 

convention in the Los Angeles area (in Simi Valley) in Au-

gust. 

A former member of our ring, John Abrams, has made 
some generous donations to Ring 21 and these include 

some DVDõs which we will 

have as raffle prizes.  He also 

has donated two stage effects 

which we will auction off.  

One of these called òMega-

Ritaó was demonstrated by 

Bob Thomas and involves the 

vanish of a huge punch bowl. 

The theme for this meeting was òNew Tricks for the New 

Year,ó and several members volunteered to perform. 

Robert De La Guerra pro-

vided a close-up effect called 

The Coin Tunnel.  The mag-

ic is 

that 

several 

coins 

are able 

to pass through a small metal tunnel 

blocked by a large coin.  Since the ef-

fect was new to Robert, several of the 

members had suggestions about how 

to make it more dramatic and star-

tling. 

Gerry Schiller has been using the 

Egg Bag for some time but has 

just added a new ending that in-

volves a red fez hat from which 

multiple 

eggs are 
produced  

ñ and final-

ly a banana  ñ  with the help of a 

spectator and the goofy òmagic 

chicken.ó 

Terrell Chafin did a new card effect 

in which he was able to predict a 

chosen card since the name was 

printed on the back of another card. 

ElRoy Codding did a 
packet effect that in-
volved the four jacks 
whose backs ulti-

mately change color. 

Dale Holes demon-
strated the Duvivier 
Deck which has cards 

gaffed four different 
ways so that spreading 
or fanning them vari-
ous ways produces a 
deck that changes four 

different times! 

 

It was a spirited and instructional meeting for 
those who participated as well as the rest of 
the members who made constructive com-
ments for those who demonstrated their 

ònewó or òalmost newó effects. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  *  

Thank you Ring 21 for being so understanding 
about my computer problems.  I am learning 
how to work with Windows 10.  I trust you 

are happy with the outcome. 

And by the way, if anyone has any interest in 
contributing to and/or helping out in some 
way with the newsletter, please donõt hesitate 
to contact me, Wendy Sobel 
(wsobel@roadrunner.com), or if you just 
want to give me comments about the news-

letter, I would love to hear them.   


